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Whitby Lighthouse
(Whitby, North Yorkshire)
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History

High cliffs and fine beaches extend to Ravenscar around Robin Hood's Bay from Whitby and the
area is popular with holiday-makers. The harbor at Whitby is still the base for the town's fishing
fleet and it was from here that Captain Cook set out in the ENDEAVOUR on his voyage of discovery
to Australia in 1768.

Trinity House built the present Whitby Lighthouse in 1858 on Ling Hill to the design of James
Walker; originally a pair of towers, aligned north-south and showing fixed lights over Whitby Rock,
the station was altered in 1890 when a more efficient light was installed in the smaller tower and the
other closed down.

Whitby Lighthouse was automated in 1992 and is monitored and controlled via telemetry link from
the Trinity House Central Planning Unit at Harwich.

Specifications
Established 1858
Height Of Tower 13 Metres

Height Of Light Above Mean 73 Metres

High Water

Automated 1992

Electrified 1976

Lamp 3 250W 24V tungsten halogen lamps mounted on a LC45
two-position lamp changer

Optic Six panel 2nd Order Catadioptric Drum

Character White and red isophase every 5 seconds

Intensity White light 39,800 Candela; red light 17,100 Candela

Range Of Light White Light 18 nautical miles; red light 16 nautical miles
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Holiday Cottages

Whitby Lighthouse lies on the East Coast just outside the town and close to the North Yorkshire
Moors. There are two holiday cottages on the Whitby station - Galatea and Vanguard.

The High Cliffs of the North Yorkshire coast hide a number of small ports, the most significant of
which is Whitby. Captain Cook was apprenticed to a Whitby ship-owner and made the first of his
epochal voyages of discovery (1768-1771) in a covered Whitby built 'cat’ - a small ship rigged collier
renamed Endeavour. Whitby has a beautiful sandy beach. Nine miles away from Whitby is the
village of Goathland, the setting for the drama Heartbeat in which you can see the stunning scenery
which abounds in the area.

Bookings are handled by Rural Retreats
Tel: +44 (0) 1386 701 177
www.ruralretreats.co.uk
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