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SEAMARKS:
Their History and Development
by John Naish

Stanford Maritime Limited
London, England. 1985
Hard cover, 192 pages, 8" x10”
20 maps, 40 drawings, 44 photos

Seamarks is a history of aids to
navigation from the earliest times
down to the present and with a look
at the future. It is a comprehensive
study of all types of seamarks and
well illustrated with photographs and
old charts and drawings.

Because this is a historical study,
the reader will not find the usual
tales of bravery and disaster associ-
ated with many popular books on
the subject. Even so, Mr. Naish’s
style makes for easy reading of a
book crammed with historical facts.
Though some of his conclusions
about the earliest seamarks may
seem speculative, they’re extrapo-
lated in a logical fashion from known
information.

After a review of lighthouses in
the ancient world, the author dis-
cusses the work of the Hanseatic
league in Europe to organize sea-
marks. Many of these consisted of a
birch branch, or besom, tied to the
top of a pole beacon. At some date,
the besoms on beacons on one side
of the channel were fastened with
the points down to differentiate the
beacons from those on the other
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side. Thus began “red, right, return.”
Naish is generous with similar bits
of information and this makes for en-
tertaining and informative reading.

The author goes on to discuss the
history of beacons, fire towers, buoys,
lightships and lighthouses providing
much useful and often little known
knowledge about these aids to navi-
gation.

Other chapters detail the efforts in
recent times to obtain international
uniformity, and the activities of the
International Association of Light-
house Authorities (IALA). Of
particular interest to lighthouse pres-
ervationists are the chapters on auto-
mation and the future of seamarks
(The author concludes that “we are
not likely to abandon them”).

Mr. Naish is a retired physician
with a life-long love affair with the
sea. Even five years of wartime
service in the Royal Navy Volunteer
Reserve did not lessen the love. He
continues to sail the waters of north-
west Scotland, Brittany, the North
Sea, and the Baltic. Visits to outlying
lighthouses in his youth kindled an
interest in seamarks which he has
combined with his other lifelong
interest, history, in writing this book.

Seamarks is a valuable library
addition recommended for anyone
interested in lighthouses and other
navigational aids.
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A perfect gift for anyone who' loves the
sca and the beaches: “A Guidebook to
Lighthouses in South Carolina, Georgia
and Florida’s East Coast.” Legends, his-
tory and locations of the standing light-
houses on the southeastern coast. Send
$7.50 (postpaid) to:

Lighthouse Enterpriscs, Inc.

P.O. Box 6361

Athens, GA. 30604

BUILD YOUR OWN
DECORATIVE LIGHTHOUSE

PLANS INCLUDE EASY
TO READ CONSTRUC-
TION BLUEPRINTS,
COLOR PHOTO AND
LIST OF MATERIALS
NEEDED TO BUILD
THIS AUTHENTIC,
ILLUMINATED
LIGHTHOUSE.
SIZE: 410" HIGH,
21" BASE.

$12.00
INCLUDES POSTAGE
FLORIDA RESIDENTS

ADD 5% SALES TAX.

MAIL TO: MAJORS, BOX 14135,
CLEARWATER, FL 34279

‘ NEW ENGLAND LIGHTHOUSES
' LIMITED EDITION NOTES & PRINTS

8 & ENVELOPES - ONLY §5.55 PPD!

“"""PRINTS (EDITION LIMITED TO 250)
. SIGNED, NUMBERED, MATTED IN AN
8” x 10” FORMAT: §7.50 EA. PPD. SPECIFY LIGHTHOUSE DESIRED.

ALSO AVAILABLE IN GIFT BOXES OF 8 CARDS & ENVELOPES:
AMERICAN TALL SHIPS’ (4 DIFFERENT SHIPS) ONLY $5.55 PPD.
‘OCEAN MEMORIES’ (4 SEASHELL DESIGNS) ONLY §5.55 PPD.

E.R. WICKLUND, GRAPHICS
BOX 2121, DEPT. LH, N. ABINGTON STATION, MA 02351

GLOSSY RED GIFT BOX OF 8 EA.
WHITE FOLDOVER NOTECARDS

INCLUDES 2 EACH OF THESE
FINE PEN & INK DESIGNS:
PORTLAND HEAD, BASS HARBOR,
CAPE ELIZABETH (MAINE) AND
NOBSKA POINT LIGHT (MASS.).
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